[Conditions for the transmission of Hantavirus in Rio Negro, Argentina].
Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome (HPS) is a disease of viral etiology that affects humans causing severe acute respiratory symptoms. In Patagonia the disease is caused by the Andes Virus (AND) and transmitted by the rodent Oligoryzomys longicaudatus. The aim of this study was to identify those human activities that increase the risk of exposure to rodents, what we call "contagious scenarios". A retrospective study was performed with data obtained from cases in Rio Negro, which included clinic-epidemiological records and ecological/environmental assessment reports. The following variables were considered: age, sex, season, percentage of urbanization, geographic location, human settlements in rodent infested areas, probable source of exposure, type of activity and level of sanitary development. In total 32 cases were studied. Exposure was verified in 18 (56.2 %) cases in rural areas and 10 cases (31.3%) in small rural towns. In relation to anthropogenic environment, 24 (75%) cases were reported in developed settlements and 8 cases (25%) were related to slightly modified areas. Major exposition in El Bolson identified 8 cases of indoor activities of the total 18 reported in the area (44.5%), while in Bariloche 8 (57.1%) cases out of 14 were reported in outdoor surroundings. In general, activities that generated greater risk were work-related, accounting for 23 (71.9%) cases while 7 were related to recreational activities (28.1%). The identification of "contagious scenarios" at local level provided information for an effective application of available resources in terms of prevention and sanitary education.